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Next Steps

The Working Groups continue to implement
their work programmes as outlined to the
Forum in 2001. Forum participants are seeking
opportunities to broaden participation in the
activities of the Forum and to build partnerships 
with others with an interest in mining, metals
and sustainable development.

Participants continue to demonstrate their
strong support for the Forum’s activities in all
aspects of the work on a completely voluntary
basis. The strength of the Forum continues to be 
the multi-stakeholder approach and desire on the 
part of participants to achieve tangible results.

More information about the Consultative Forum, 
its activities and accomplishments to date, and 
future activities of the Working Groups can
be obtained by contacting the Study Group
Secretariats or through the Forum’s
web site at: 

www.nfmsd.org

THE NON-FERROUS CONSULTATIVE 
FORUM ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The Forum’s Origin

Recognizing the important contribution that
non-ferrous metals can make to the overall
sustainable development of society, the 38 member 
countries of the three international metal study 
groups (the International Copper Study Group, 
the International Lead and Zinc Study Group and 
the International Nickel Study Group) initiated a 
multi-stakeholder process in 1999 to address issues 
related to the mining, production, use and recycling 
of non-ferrous metals. 

The fi rst meeting of the Consultative Forum
was convened in Brussels in September 2000
to take forward the outcomes of the London
Workshop. Priorities were set and six priority 
areas were identifi ed:

• Stewardship programmes 
• Community consultation and involvement 
• Promotion of recycling 
• Research and development 
• Open and transparent mechanisms to

improve communication 
• Information development and dissemination

for decision-making

To address these issues in the most effi cient way,
three Working Groups were established to take
the work forward:

• Production of Non-Ferrous Metals 
• Product Stewardship 
• Science, Research and Development

Each Working Group is co-chaired by a representative 
from government, industry and civil society. The Study 
Groups provide secretariat support to each Working 
Group. Currently, some 15 countries, 15 industry
associations, 25 companies, 15 non-govermental
organizations and academics and 3 United Nations-
based organizations are actively participating in the 
work plans of the Working Groups. Membership in the 
Working Groups is open to any organization with an 
interest in mining, metals and sustainable development. 

In addition to the work of the individual Working 
Groups, participants collectively developed an overall 

“vision” for this initiative as set out in the following
vision statement:

“Non-ferrous metals are an integral component of our
everyday life, both now and for the future. To ensure that
the benefi ts generated today by the activities of the
non-ferrous sector are secured for future generations
whilst avoiding adverse environmental and social impacts,
decisions regarding the production, use, recycling and
disposal of non-ferrous metals must integrate economic,
environmental and social considerations. The member
countries of the International Copper Study Group,
International Lead and Zinc Study Group and the
International Nickel Study Group, through their Non-Ferrous 
Consultative Forum, seek to promote policies and practices 
that are consistent with sustainable development principles 
and will enhance the contribution non-ferrous metals
make to society.”

“NON-FERROUS METALS ARE AN INTEGRAL

COMPONENT OF OUR EVERYDAY LIFE, 

BOTH NOW AND FOR THE FUTURE.”


